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ENVIRO NMENTAL B E NE F I TS
OF SOLAR:

Responsible home and business owners enjoy
solar not just for its financial benefits, but
because it's the right thing to do. Switching to
solar energt improves local and global
environmental conditions in many ways.

l. Zero merclo'y emissions. Yott're probably
aw-are thut many bodies o.f v,ater contain
enough mercut)) t() cause safety concents. Did
you lonw tltat the primaty soltrce of mercwl
pollutiort is coal-.fired pou'er plants? Solar
panels don'l couse this problem.

2. No acid rain. Fossilfuel.s c:ontain sntall
quantities of sulfur. Wten bunted, these cart

trayel long distances before reacting in the
atmc.tsphere to.form sulfuric acid harntitrg

forests, cropland, lakes and rivers. Solar
panels have no emission,s and don't contribule
to this problem.

3. No smog. Coal buning potrer plants emit
gases that lead to thefonnation of unhealthy
smog. Not so u*ith solor.

4. J'/o local airbonte particulcttes. Because
solar panels generote energy v,ithout burnirtg
anything, they do rtot release hannfitl
particulotcs ittlo rltc air.

5. Redtrced greenhouse gas emissions.
Manffictut"ing and transporting any product
creates emissiorts. Solar panels are one of the

.few that mitigote their own impact.,)_i-ir*iu,,:.

have shovrn thot at least 89 percent o.f harmfttl
emissiorts .fi'om electriciQ generation are
elintinated b), stt'itching to solar.

6. No thermal pollution- Man'conventiotti
power plants qre cooled oy\ x'aterfrom ne"frt
lakes and streams. When this heated rrutcr r-t

returned, it can raise the temgrcrarure or rt r
water enough to disrupt aquatic effi-r:srsms-

7. No radioactive waste. Some claim thot
nuclear power is "clean energy" because its
operation does not result in carbon emisions.
However, it generates alarmingly hazardous
radioactive nuclear u'aste that stays toxicfor
millennia. Solqr doesn't cause this problem.

8. Minimal impact on landscape. Lhlike
power plants, solar pnefs c-on he rn-.:'J.r,t-.i

unobtrusivelyonalrea$'ensrrng-sfi ruL:rl{rrs-

9, Safe for v'ildli.lb. B€c,it,,, ' .-, .r'.
no mot'iltg pttt'!.t cllttl ttt, . ti:: "
installed, they pose no harm to hir& r a*s
wildlife.
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3 Eco-friendly advantages

of Solar Power :
Illtether q ltomeowner or contntet.<,ial hltsine"-s
oy)ner. ,solar energt, is a clean, al/brdable, and
.strstcrinoble we.l: for onvone to generate electricilt:.
ll/ltile nrunt people make the sv,itc:h to solar for it.s

substemtial .financial benqfits-such as lower tiilitv
bills und incl.eased home t,altre-the significant
enyirontnettal benefits or.e eclually inryot.tant. If'
yott're thinking about stt,ilclting 1,our home to solar,
it's worth taking a feu; minutes to consider. lhe
fb ll ow irtg 3 e c o -fi.i e nd I,v adva nta g es ;

l. Solar retluc.es air pollrrtiott: Harru;fitl car.bon
dioxicle and methane eruissions fi"orn.fbssil.fuels, our
troditictnol energy .rource, ore leoding cottlributors to
global u'arming and decreasecl air quality. But
gene rating clectricitt,witlt solar panels procluces t1o

greenltouse ga.r.res whatsoet,er. h.f'act, the solar.
capacitv cun.ently installed oct.oss the United Stqtes
is expected to o/fset as muc:h as l6.B million ruetric
torts oJ carbon dioxide a year. That,s a huge srep
totvqrds mitigating the humctn impact o/ climate
cltange.

2. Solar reduces water pollution; While all
mantqfacturing pt.ocesscs t.equit.c sotue water, solar
pholovoltaic cells don't need water" to generctle
electricity. This is one of the biggest, yet least talke(t
about etwironrnental benefits of solar. Tradilional
biomas.s and geotherrnal pott,er plailts, such qs

trutural gas and coal-fired./hcilities, require massit,e
qmounts o/'water to.facilitate their tital cooling
requirements. With solar energl, there is no ltollution
of local water resoltrces, not. cloes their operation
(which again requit-es NO water) strain local
sttpplies through the competition with ugrict.rhure,
clrinking systems, antl other t,ital v,oter needs.

3. Solar reduces the need lbr.finite resource,s:

Solar energvis renewable. The sun is tlte worlcl,.s
most abundant energl, source, pr.oducing an
amazing 173,000 terawqtts of solar energy even)
second. That's ruore than 10,000 tirues the worlcl,s
total contbined ener.gt, use, and it can be used otter.

and over again. ht contrast,.fossil .filels are non-
renewable and while they rua1t seem ht abundance
todtty, there will come a tinte when the worlcl v,ill
rutt ottt. Or, the cost o/'finding and extracting
lhese sow'ces will beconte loo expeilsit,e. B), thqt
time, tlte resultittg dantage to otu. financial
inJrastructtl'e and ent,ironment mat, be
unrepairable. Switching to solar todal, i5 the best
wq)) to hedge against the realiv of finite.fuet
l"esolu'ces.

In summarv, going solar not onh, helps t,otr set,e
tlloney, but il benefits the environn,tent as v,ell.

-Dr.PK.Rayindiran -
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